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FROM THE EDITOR'S CHAIR 

l!Y BEBEAVEME!IT I Since the July number was publi she d I have 
received a great number of kind e:tpressions of sympathy, many of 
them from overeeas. Time and time again I have been told I would 
find comfort among my fri ends of the hobby . How ri ght t hey wer!S\ I 
hove been overwhelmed at the tbousht of th e number I possess . 
Again my beartful thanks. I fee l it would be sacrilege if I eve r 
de stroyed those letter s. 

********* 
BY THE CROOKED SPIRE, At 8 a.m. on SUnday, August 5th , Jack Wood 
and I set off by bus to Leeds . There we were join ed by Gerry 
Alli son, th en on by train to Chesterfie ld to meet Harry Brester of 
Kinver, 17orc estorshirs 1 tho county which bad tho sauce to boat 
Yorltsh ire a t cricket recently . Vie woro out oa rly that Sundoy morn 
but not as early as Harry for be bad left home at 6 a.m . , set off 
on a four mile walk in order t o ca t ch a train from Birmingham. 
There's enthusiasm for you. 

Our train s arrived at the town with the Crooked Spire wi thin 
a few minut es of eac h other and left in the same fashion. In be
tween r,e had six very enjoyable hours . 

We parted vowing the meeting must be r epea t ed with moro mem
bers joining in if possible . Harry hadn ' t to do that four mil o 
trek home but be sai d ho wouldn •t havo minded if be bad . 

Al!D1 NEARBY THE ldINsrER TOWERS, On August 10th, Ro11land St orey on 
hia way homo to Newcastle fro m London brok e his journey at York 
and spent several hour s browsing ovor th e papors be bad r ead when 
a boy . Ho vowed be bad enjoyed himself . Then on the 15th Tom 
Porter {no connection with one Poynter needless t o s~) and Beryl 



:aussell came over from Ripon . Jack Wood acted a.a guide over one 
of York's show pl aces, showing them with re l ish recently dug up 
Roman coffins and ekeletons. Then we went along to my home where 
we were soon buried in books I A good time was had by all . 

In between these viei te to me I paid one to my oldest hobby 
friond, Harry Dowler . I certainly found th e hours paasing pleas
antly in bis Manchester home. 

Yes, indo ed, thanks to the comradeship of the Brotherhood I 
am possing f r om the shadows. 

********* 
THE lDrH All!IUAL, The Annual ie making splendid progreee . Already 
on stencils are "LibrariJe Througb t he Years" by Bill Lofts1 ''Tho 
Captain" by Frank Vernon Lay1 "Annual Reve ries" by George llell1 
Eric Fayne 1 a "Red Whi to end Blue 11; and '9rhe St . Nini on' s Story 11, 

Percy 1forth'e account of Nipper ' s education before he a.rrivcd at 
st. Frank's. 

In hand I have J. Breeze Bentley's 11Vernon-3mith 1 s Feud 11 and 
an artic l e on some of the r eal •bloods' over 100 yoars or more by 
Ronald Roueo. And I know of others who are busy on th eir con t ri 
butione . Geoff. Hockley, Roger Jenkins, Gerry Allison, Len Pack
man, Bernard Thorne and Bill Hubbard. Yoe, it'• going to amasb 
al l records. 

Ae for orders, they are coming in nicely I but s ligbtly behind 
last year at this time. So if you haven ' t sent yours yet pl ease 
do so as soon a.a possible as we shall have to make an early start 
running off . 

Yours si ncerely, 

IIERBEHI' LEC',(E!IBY. 

**************************************"**************************** 
WANrED to complete sot . Robin Hood Libe {A. P. )8, 12, 14, 25, 34, 
35, 37, 39, 40, 54. Can offe r in part-exchange B.F.L . 513 " On the 
Warpath" Grey:friars. G. ALLISOI!, 7 Summerfield Gardens, Bramley, 
LEEDS. 

AMEBICAII COLLEOl!OR wishes to purchase o ld dolls and old buttons 
18th and 19th con t uriee. Any amount . Write, THEO. OLBEHI', PJ.LilS 
J\LBERI' I.E . R. , VILLE FRANCHE, SUll MER, A. I.I. FJWICE. 

IL\VE YOU ORDERED Y01TR 1956 ANNUAL? 



OBITUARY 

King Death baa been bus1 since our last nu:nber for he has 

claimed Hugh 11, Fennell, veteran coll ec tor and a subscriber to th e 

C,D, since llo. 1 and Henry J, Garrish , prominently associated with 

tbs Amalgamated Presa and Harmsworth Press for over 60 year s. 

I never had tho pleasur o of mooting Bugh Fennell but I had 

many of his chee ry l otto r s ond hoard a lot about him through Len 

Packman, 
IJ.I, for Er , Garriab, Walter Webb is telling you that we a re in 

his dobt for a lot of • insido I inf on:,ation , 

lli', Garrish was edi tor of the id !.lo.rvel and its companions in 

their eo.rly days , Be was also o. prolific writer of stories undo r 

msny pen n!'.llles, including George Garrish , Barry Bolbin end John 

Edmund Ford"1ch . Thoso yarns always had o. de lig htful b l ond of 

stirring adventure and dry humour. Outstanding wore thos e of The 

19 Captain, the Cook and the Engineer in ld Pluck, For a lo ng period 

he and E. llswton &.lngey wrote nearly o.11 the serials in comics 

like "Chips", "Comic Cuts", 11PucJc11
, 8.Dd 'YeSter and Wonder". 

BEBBER!' LECElmY 

Here are· tributes from Walter Webb and Len Packman , 

IIENl!Y J. GARRISH 

L1ke many other old - timers who road that sad Mnouncoo,ont in 

last month's issue of the "Collectors • Digest" , the pass i ng of 

Hr . H. J . Garrish was a catter of deep regr et to me. Although never 

having had tho ple asure of mooting him, I had , thro ugh th o medium 

of tho post , corresponded with him several times . 

lllr, Garrish ""a, ns his r ep li es indicated, a vory busy man. 

You knew that by the wcy bis senten ces cane - s hort , crisp , and 

st=atgbt to th e point . To a ques ti on the r ep ly would coce lrl th 

forthright abrup tn ess - no frills , nor trimmings of any sort, just 

a plain straightforward llllSl'IO r to n question, straight , or 

roundabout , 
Yet , in bis directness, Henry Garrish was the essence of 

courtosy, and my impression was that, far from being irri tsted at 

my persistent onquirieo - as many another might - ho showed a 

sympathetic understnnding and 1 in fQct 1 reo..lly welcomed them , In 
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support of this contention le t me quote the footnote to a letter 
Mr, Garrish wroto to me in bi s own handwriting (the f ootnote, not 
the lette r, which waa , of cour se , typed by bis cle rk) on the 26 
April, 1950: 

"Send along any further quories i f you will kindly be content 
t o "pause for a r eply''·" 

And when I took !ir , Garrish nt hie word e.nd se nt in o.s many 
queries ns I cou l d tbinlc of, I found hi m just as will i ng to co-op
ern t o as previous l y. On one occo.t:ion when be cou ld not answer a 
query he paa sed it on to llr , L,E , Pratt, retired editor of the 
"Sexton lllako Library " , and I bad the unusual distinction of 
gett i ng a letter from th at difficult - to-<:ontact gentleman withou t 
having the necessity to write first! 

I n not one i nstanc e we.a a l et ter not answered by H. J . G., and, 
few in number th ough they were, quite a lot of tho charac t er of 
tho man was rev ea l ed in the replies , Never did ho exp ress himself 
more tru l y when ho wrote and said, "Speed and mass pro ductio n 
have sad l y spoilt promising >,ritors , You cannot do good work in a 
hurry," How ap tl y t hose few words explain the reason for the 
famino of r eally good write r s today! Certainly , in the ea rl y days 
of Henry Gar ri sh speed and succoss did not go hand -i n-hand, On 
t:!lo contrary , the road to success was l ong , tedious and often 
dis piriting, but such was the calibre of tho man that ho re ached 
tho end, whilst others dropped at the wayside , 

Truly, th o li t erary world has gained nothing at th o pass i ng 
of Hanry J . Garrish - but it hns l os t a l ot! 

W.Alll'ER WEllB, 

HUGH WORDSWORl'B FENNELL 

One of t he elder members of our ci rcl e and a subsc riber to 
tho Coll ector ' s Digest from the commenc ement, Bugh ii , Fennell 
passed away on 29 Ju l y , 1956, after a comparati voly short illness . 

A man of unassuming and kind ly disposition, Bugh Fennell was 
an authority on the Victorian and Edwardian pape rs, Bis per son al 
co l lection wD.B largo and varied , his f avouri tes boi ng "Blue skin", 
tho "Bl ue Dv1arf11 and th e Aldine "Robin Hood" nnd "Invention" 
Librnrios1 ho was a l so greatly interested in Science Fiction 
stor ies .. 

In his earlier years Mr. Fennel l was on the staff of the A. 
Press, drawing cartoons fo r the comic papen and wri tin g many of 
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the stories in 11atttorfly 11
, "Cooic Cuts" and "Iiorry and Bright" , 

including ''l'bo Doings of Dr, Dread" end ''l'be Woman with tbe Blnclc 

Hoo.rt". 
At a later date l.!r. Fennell wrote many stories fo r Hulton• e 

"Boys ?J.agazine11 and Thompson's "big five" . 
Hugh ~:. Fennell w111 bo groatly missed , not only by bis family , 

but by 1111 mombors of ''l' bo Brotherhood of Happy Hours", nono mor e 

ao thon tbo prosont writor wbo is indebted t o bim for cany acts of 

kindnoss ovor a number of yoa.rs. LIDNAHD PACKWJI. 

******************************** •f-*********~**************4******•"-' 

DEATH Sl'RIKES AGAIN, I have been deeply sbockod to bear from Ben 

white r of tbe death on th o 18th Alleuat of Percy North of Basing 

stoke. I 1vas so looking forwa rd to soeing him noxt month, To think 

that he rlill never seo hi s lll'ticle and map in tb e coming Annual, 

referred to i n my ch11t. 
• A fitting tribute will ap pear noxt month. - H,L, 

~ · ' J11ck of All Trados •, Popul11rs, 1ilonsto rs• . 
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Conducted by JOSEPHINE P.l.CK!L\11 
27

1 
ilrc hdalo Boad 1 Eas t ~lwich, London S,E, 22, 

Q.ui te a lot haa happened in con nection with th e Serlon Bl ake 
Lib r ary since t he August issue of the Collector ' s Digest was pub
lished , ,\ctu ally th o events all occurr ed in July , but as BLiJaiJII. 
has to be i n Herbort Leckenby ' s hands by t ho 18th of the month 
{for publication in the fo llowin g month ' s issue } it was of cou rs e 
too l at e fo r tho detai l s to ap pear in tho l..!J8Ust number. 

In tho f ollowing pages you will read all :>bout i t, for Len has 
put i t i n the fonn of an article. ',/hen you have read it I would 
ask each and overy r eade r of BLAKIAJl.t to drop me n lin e giving me 
you r candid comment, I shall be aooing the Editor of th e S.B. 
Library at a later dat e , at whic h time the repli ca I rec ei ve f r om 
you will be vocy useful, 

...la for myself, the wbolo matt or necessitated much cnrefu l 
though t be f or e col!Dllitt in g my comment to pnpor . In · nny case it i s a 
certainty th at opinio ns wi ll bo divided, but, whether you ngreo 
l'li t h mo or not, my own cons i dered opinio n is one fr om which I see 
no reason to vnry . My comment will bo found f o llowing Lcn 1 e art icl o, 

In viow of such a. comentous matt er I m asking "our Herbert" 
to t ell us what ho thinks about it ," Md I lll:l hoping his comment 
rri.ll follow mine in th i s issue . 

JOSIE PACK!.;.u!, 

********* 
THE MODER!i BLAKE fJID THE SEX'l'Oll B.wU<E LIBRARY 

by LEONARD PACKJ.!A11 

Following a letter from Eric Copeman to Mr . 17. Howard Baker , 
the Editor of the Sexton Bl ake Lib r ary , Mr. Balcer in his r ep ly 
exp r essed a desi r e t o be placed on the mai lin g list of the Collec
to r• s Digest, Herbert Lecken by wae advised according l y, and he at 
once wrote to Mr . Bakor oncl os ing copios of Jun o and July C.D. Th e 
nerl thing was a l ot ter from th o Editor t o Mrs. Packman inviting 
her , as organise r of Bl akiana, t o cal l and soo him, as ho f olt t hat 
she should bo fu ll y inf ormed of th o chang os >1hi ch arc toking pl ac o 
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at preeeot in the s.B. L1br&r7. Untortunate],y, b7 neceaoit7 lire. 
Packmen has beeo, and continues to be engaged upon extensive over
time at the Office, and ia therefore unable to make an7 appoint
ments. llolrovor, bei1J8 bottor placed for time I off ered to visit 
Fleotw8J' House on her behalf and "dviaed l!r. Bakor accordi1J8l7. 
An appointmont waa made, and on the afternoon ot 26 Jul7 I Wa8 

shown into tho Bdi tor' a aanctum . In oubetonc o, the following is 
what transpired. 

I waa greeted b7 a gentleman whose age I eetimate to be in 
the earl7 'thirties. llr. w. Howard Baker at onco p.1t me at m7 
ease (with tho aid of a cup of teat), and then , without further 
preliminari os , wo eot straight down to it. 

SenailJ8 what was in my mind - and lirs. Packman • e - Jar. Baker 
assured me that the transition fra11 Baker Street to Be:rk:ele7 
Square, and all that eoea with it, is not so drastic (to the ex
clusion of Tinker etc.,) as would appear on the fact of it. Tinker, 
for instance, would in due course be given equal prominence - onoe 
the now set-up is worki1J8 a.moothl71 in fact, a story J.lr. Baker is 
at present working on features Tinker with a porsonal problEl!I which 
Blslco unravole. 

llr. Baker no,r proceeded to explain the reason for the tran
ai tion, and what the picture will bo lika in a few months time. 

In the first place, it will be appr eciated that the older 
readers - th e ' ol d faithful' so to apeat - aro graduall7 slipping 
nwa7, as of course we al l must do wban our time cOllles. In place 
ot tho m is tho product of a modern ago, with streamlined sophisti
cation ond ideas undream ed of b7 th oir grandfathers, At tho same 
timo, while tho storioe of Blake were alwa7a topical tho sty-le had 
not been in keeping w1 th the times ; in other words it is logical 
to expect such a man es Bl8lco, with hie knowledge and background, 
to bo modernieed. In actual hct (said llr. Baker), as the 10ars 
had advanced from tho 'tffllnti es , Blake had rEIDained mon7 ,oars be
hind the tim0$. Tho result, viewed from tho Amalgamated Press 
englo, bocomo core and more obvJ.ous and - if Bl nko was to remain 
'alivo• - sa,othing hod to bo dono about it. 

Here, llr. Baker agreed with me that the transition wes ver7 
sudden nnd should ban been elabo rated upon at the time of the 
change-over. (In fairnees to Ur. Baker it is equall7 obvious that 
ho had to movo cpiclcl7I ). To a certain extent thie is being roo
titied, but ae tho issues of tho S,B.L. sro alroad7 printed and in 
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band for many months ahead it will not, unfortunntoly, bo poss i blo 
to do this boforo Octobo r. Howover, for tho boncfit of our roadora 
llr . Bokor has ' kindly pormitted mo to givo out tho following ext r act, 
tnk on from th e statomont to s.ppoar in t he Octobo:r issue of · tho 
s . B.L' s; 

''l'o thumb through the files of the Sexton Blak e Library should 
be to see the hist ory of an age in miniature; for eve ry trend, 
every changing taste, sho uld be reflected in the month l y quot a of 
stories. Sexton l3lake must not be dated, as Holmes is, or Sam 
Spade and Charlie Chan are. The stories in which he now feat ur es 
k ee p abr east of, and someti mes , with strange prophecy, ahead of the 
news . Blake is the Lanny Budd of the s l euths, she.ring the secrets 
of th o great , and bei ng a part of hi sto ry as it is made; and yet 
hum>.n enough to concern himself with th o problems of the • litt l e 
men' . " 

Thus it is t hat we find Blake with a suit e of officos in 
Bork eley Square (bu t, ac cording to Mr. Baker, still retaining hie 
living quarters at Bnkor Str oot), comple t e with staff comprising 
Ilise Pring l e , !Jarion Lang :md Paula Dano (not fo rg etting Tinker). 

Mr. Baker went on t o explain that the r eason why Paula is at 
present featured more than Tinker is in ordor to acclimatise the 
r ea der to havi ng her around; to a lesser dogroo th o same applying 
to tho other femal es . When onco this is dona - and Mr. Bak.or 
thinks about tho ond of tho yea r will be appropriate - tho i ntention 
is to have t hem all working toge t her and sharing equal ly in tho 
ca ses of tho future. 

Mr. Baker also tells me that Detective Inspector Coutts will 
appear in some of the s t ories, 8.lld that ' Splash • Page , re-named 
•Splash ' Kirby , will be found in a story to be published very 
short l y . 

I was about to suggest that some of the names of Blake ' s old 
a.d.veraaries, such as Kestrel, Zenith, Plummer and Bymer, might be 
used for some of the modern cri minal characters - although of course 
not appearing cs the same personalitie s as of yo re, but here Mr. 
Baker forestalled me by ask ing me to l et him ba vo a pon-pictu:ro of 
such characters a.a I have mentioned, in order that ho might ' get 
to know them ' and uso th em at a future dat e . (Needless to say I 
have sent Hr. Baker the details be r equ iros.) 

Pausing for a moment to light a cigarotto , I glanced round tho 
room. On one eido was a. lon g , noat row of S.13. L•s {modern); on tho 
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mant el - shelf a bust of Soxton Blak e (s li ghtly t he worso f or woar, 
as a r esult of tho blit zes he ' d been through during t he "ar); on a 
long t abl e at my sido wer e lar ge , colou r ed originals of s. B. L. 
cove r s, and a pile of photographs specia ll y posed fo r by models , 
depic ti ng •st il ls' fran t he stories, the lat t e r to adorn tho ins ido 
cove r s of th o S. B. L. I t hen le ar ned tha t the fin e st work was b eing 
put into the cov er s . The artist, Mr. De Seta, is one of the 1 toP
lin er s ' of t oday - as can be seen from the great detai l put i nt o 
his worlq the models a r e al so •top-li r.ers ' , and the phot ographe r s 
expo rts of t hoir craft . Sexton Blek o certain l y.!§. be i ng gi ven a 
'Now Look' - from cov or to cover! 

To round things off I aeked Mr. Baker a number of quostions 
and loarnod several int eresting fac ts . To my l!lind the most intel'
e st ing fac t of al l i s that W. Boward Bake r i s also 'Pet er Saxon •. 
Hore again I have t.:r. Baker• s permission to r el eaeo this inf orma.
t ion. Mr. Baker is not Arthur Maclean, Arthur Kont or James St aeg 
( t he lat t er shortly to""" make his first appe aranc e as a Bl ake wri t ar ) . 
I a lso learned th at t ho s . :a. L. is not onl y publi shed in th e Arge n
tine in book form and in Sweden in cartoon form, but in Spe.in, 
Fi nl and and Sweden in book fonn as well. Mr. Baker pre sen t ed me 
with t wo of th e Swediab books , "Don Falske Baronen" (The Caso of 
tho Bogus Baron, S. B. L. cu rr ent se rie s No. 276, by w. Tyre r) and 
"Bar Myste ri et" {The Myste ry of th e llason •s Arms, !lo. 277, by .I.. 
Par sons) . Tho covor des igns are quit e good, though not i n tho 
same c l ass as our S. B. L. The size and forma t of th e book i s 
s imilar t o the "Ell ery ',Uocn Magaz i ne" . I hope Mr. Eaker won't 
mind me mentio ning it, but somebody slipped up when putting th e 
author • e name on th e cove rs of these t wo issuos; th oy havo boen 
tr ansposed! 

One question I asked was : 1\Vill such authors as J . Hunte r, 
A. Parsone , 11. Tyr er and R. Hardinge be writi ng any future atorioa 
i n t he s.B.L. ?' The answer i s - yes ! 

So the re we have it. Speaking for rnyself I have ve r y li ttl o 
comment to make. It is ce rt a inly f a r better t o have Blak e wit h us 
in his ' Nev: Look ' t han to have h im ' die' . Furth ermore, if th e 
Edi t or keeps to what he saya I think I shal l become acc l imatised i n 
ti me - I Bill in fact beginning t o becc,;o r esigned to the s itu a ti on 
and find myself t oking some int er es t i n t ho •moder n • Sext on Blak e , 
(Ur. w. Ho\7ard Baker lived for some yea rs in Australia, and in beth 
speech and l ooks he ia very much like Hr • .I.. Gorfain of the "Sil ve r 



Jacket " who was over here snd come t o one of th o O. D.B . C. Meeting s 
last year. ilir. Baker i s al so a staunc h Hamilt onian, possessing a 
l c.r ge number of Magnets of the 19 30 1 s vthich ho would not part wi th 
fo r any money i n the world. 

**'******* 
As one of th o o l d 1 di eha rds' I st ill csnnot a gree t ha t thi s 

mode rn treatment makes Sexton Bl ake any more i nt e resting. I do not 
lik e the intr odu ctio n of so many young lady assis tants. Tinker was 
alway s tho one t o accompany Blake on his tro.vels; he also actod 
as Blak e ' s se cr et a ry, l ookin g after th e ' Index • all throug h the 
yonrs . Admitt ed ly there have be en many women in tho Blak e Saga -
Yvonne Carti er, Fifette Bierce, Claire de Lisl e, and later Roxane 
Barfie ld, Lela de Gui se , Marie Galant e and Jun e Seve r ance - but all 
these l odies jus t came a nd went; Blake snd Tink e r re mained togeth er 
always at Bak.er Street. 

As for becoming a modern deto ctiv o - well, Sexto n Blak e usod 
a ll tho meth ods, scientific and otherwise, lon g befo re some of tho 
curre nt detectives ivere over th ough t of! To th o old e r Blake fans 
it is well known t ha t Blake was a fu ll y qualified doct or as "ell 
as being a mon of sc i enco, and can y of hi s gr eat ost successes ,1ere 
obtoinod thro ugh tho ueo of his scientific knowledge. Ria own 
l ab ora t ory at Bilke r Str ee t was at one t imo b ett er e quipped than 
t hat of th e ' Yard'. Thu s, Tink er also had tho ndvantaeo of bei ng 
tr ained fr oc boyh ood by Blake. 

Howev er, thi s is on ly my opinion regarding th e s ituation 
genera lly. It i s a t least pl easi ng to kn ow that "'" have lir , Baker' s 
word for it that Tinker will not be neg lect ed, and that th e r e is a 
poss i bi lit y of one or two of our old fav ourit e char ac t er s roturn
ing, albeit in modern guise . 

JOSIE PACKMAN. 

********* 
ID' pornr OF' VIEi'/ By HERBER!' LECKENllY 

Jooie asks for my opinion, wel l her e it is. As one suf fi cie nt
ly aged to have road Blake st ories almos t from the begi nning, snd 
for t ho l as t f ew years an editor in a modes t so r t of way, I am, so 
to so,y, betwe en th e devil snd tho dee p sea . I have, needless t o 
say , fond memories of the groat dnys of Plummer, Kestrel, the 
Confederation and t he r es t. Yet I have to r emembe r t hat I am 
sometimes rapped on tho knuc~e s becaus o I don •t giv o more spnco to 



the papers of 50 or more yeare ago . I have to rep l y that ala s! 

ther e are very few left who rem<111ber them , and therefore if I want 

to koep tho C. D. going I cust cate r for those interested in the 

papers of a late r day . Thus willy - nilly I find myself leoning to

wards the new policy where the S.B. L. iB concerned . Vle' ve got to 

r eali se that the majority of tho so mio read them bave never beard of 

Goorge Marsden Plummer or Yvonne. All they want is a good racy 

s t ory and thoy certainly got it in t ho new s.B . L. 

I boliovo there ' s soc o r aising of eyeb rows over some of tho 

covers , but you couldn ' t b:,.ve Pnula Dano portrayed in th e skirts of 

Yvonne, now could you? llor wou ld it be the Yvonne we used to kno " 

if she returned in the form of the shapely Paula . 

Anyway the new editor assures us that some of tho old favolll'

ites wi ll be coming back . ' Spl ash ' page in a new guise, for 

instance." That seems to mo to bo the ideal solution . 

**ii-*****'* 
LATE NEWS: Bill Lofts has brought off another •scoop • and the 

biggest yet . He has bad a long intervi sr, with Mr. H. P.. Tl'lYl!lan, 

for many years editor of th e "Union Jack ". Mr. Twyman kindly 

supplied llill wi th a l ot of valu t1ble information about the old 

authors and stories . Yoe, Bill ' s done it again. 

*******************************************************'**** .. ******"' 

BLJLLSEYES and RANGERS (containing Grimslade 

st ories) Wanted. Top pries paid or Hamilton books or &illoeyes and 

Rangers offered in exchange . SYD:IEY S!Yl'H, l BRA!IDOII Si'. , CLOVELL!, 

SYDIIEY, 11. S. rl. 1 AUsr RALIA. 

CORRECl'IOll I In Frank Vernon Lay' e t1ooount of hi s intervie w with 

Ur . E.E. Briscoe it was s tat ed Ur. Briscoe was an R. A. This """ an 

er ror , but he has exhi bited at the I.cademy . 

f/Alll'JU> URGE!ll'LY: ..ILL issues of the "iQIOCK OUT" Comic for the year 

~ . Odd numbers welcomed. LEOILU!D Pl.CKH,\11, n /LRCHDALE ROAD, = WLll!CH, LOIIDOII, S.E . 22. 

llA!ll' ED to Olll'ILIN, Complete Sets llAG!l!lrS and 0&48 in first-cl11Ss 

condition. In bulk, l ong runs or~ber s-:-iie'tr.ils and prices 

to, D. O' BERLIBI, 17220 GRESH.':1.1 m'REEI', 1;0Rl'BRIDGE, Cllo. 1 u. s.:.. 



HAMILTONIANA 
Compiled by HERBER!' LEC'£E!IBY 

I am inde bt ed to Charles van Renen , Uitenhage, South J.:f'rica, 
for the following interesting cutting from , I believe, a South 
/.fri ca periodical , According to it s sto ry even His Jilajssty, King 
Goorge VI bad a knortledge of Billy Bunte r, 

"Honeycombs from lliI!chall and adjoining farms wero always 
sen ed with hot home-made scones, buttered cookies, and wafer 
th1<1 jam sMdwichea . Onco the ch ef se rv ed th ese wafe r-thin 
slices of bread Md butter, cut on a machi ne, to a boys• club 
tea party King Goorge VI was giving a t llalmora l, Tho King 
watched hie sturdy young guests demolishing tbreo and four 
slicoa at a tim e, then aont a mess:,go to the kitchens for plenty 
of good thick "doorsteps," ~e ll butte r ed, to bo served instead. 

Later, be toaaed th e chef unmoroif'ully, tolling him ho did 
very well for tho Royal Family, but if ho wanted to feed a lot 
ot healthy boys , ho' a bottor go awa:J and read the Billy Bunter 
stories t o got eomo idea of their appotitos . " 

********* 
T!L'II' JUllILEE t Hay I r emind St , Jim ' s fans in particular tha t 
Jloveobor brings th o 50th anniversary of tho first st ory . So far 
I ha'lo not received many contributions to onable us :::a:rk t he 
event in fitting manner . So would you please get to work in th e 
next week or t wo. 

Anthony Baker• s contention l as t month that Grey!riara shou ld 
bo mc:lorniaed brought two 81:lUsin g retor t s I one from Frank Richards 
himself . Hore they are:-

August 4th , 1956 . 
Dear Herbert Leckenby, 

Thanks for the C. D. 1 which dropped in 11ko a little ray of 
sun 3I'...i.ne on n rtet and woeful morning. I wns mucb amused by 
Anthony llake r• s idea of modernising Greyfriars. Oddly enough, by 
the samo pos t caco a lett or referring to that vonoral> l o ostablish 
mcnt as "t he one s table spot in an unstable wor ld," I think 110 ' ll 
koop it s t able: but I will consider modernieing it when I heo.r 



, 

that the Tower of London has been done up in a nice new pink cUe
temper, Westminster Abbe7 given a coat of whitewash, and Stonehenge 
turned into a block of flats! Then we'll all be deliglltfull;r 
modern! 

Our fat old friend is due for another run on T,V , begl.nning in 
Septembor. I had some very happ7 da¥s writing a new aeries of the 
pleys , 

I have latel7 added another string to m7 bow, in the shape of 
producing Latin versione of songs fran Gilbert and Sullivan. This 
is vecy amusing work , and it is extraordi nary bow comicall7 Gilbort 
eoes int o the etatel7 tongue of Horace and Cicero, I doubt ver7 
much whether any publisher will riee to the bait, but what's tho 
odds so long as you' re ' appy? Her o is a specimen fr c.m the "Duke of 
Plaz8'-Toro" which may amu8e 80019 of the readera, 

Ab orlremo acie in bellum 
Cohortcmillo ducebat, 

UbC enim venioba t pr oolium 
Nedum-oxcitane hoc orat, 

Sod 8""1por in fu8a primu8 
Totiua l egl.oni8 , 

Altissimus, fortissimus, clarisaimus, ]);a 
Pl aza-4'o ronis I 

I have marlcod tho olisions for the behoof of MY reader who might 
lik e to tcy singing it to the old tune , 

Teli Elm bridge 3357. 
Dear llr . Editor, 

l'lit h kind regards, 
Alwaya yours sincerely , 

Fl!Al!IC BI CHARDS 

*"****** The llodern School, 
Grove Road, Surbito n, 

4th August 1945; 
Two appeals f or ''Uodemit7 " in the August issue is a sad jolt 

to th o8e of 118 who think the pre-war pape rs so very superior t o 
those on the bookatalle today . 

Anthony :Saker• a jolly letter ia intentional l y amusing , but I 
hope that .ir . Richards ClB"/ never be tempted to take it se ri ous ly, 
It would be distressing 11' I.Ir. ~olch had to burn hi s cane for fear 
of being swm:,oned for assault; if th o Rooiovo had to pauae in their 
Science or Biology while tho class wont for their milk; if Vernon-
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Smith broke boundt:i in order to soe an 11X11 film in Courtficld; and 
if Bob Cherry and Mar jo r ie Hazoldene appealed to tho magistrates 
f or pemiss i on to marry o.ge.inat their paronts ' consent. 

Joking apart, sure l y we bavo ofton read of the Chape l at 
Grcyfriars . And didn ' t Bunter once l oso his cemory t hrough diving 
into tho Greyfrio.rs swimmi ng bath when it v,as empty? 

Your s sincere l y, 
ERIC FAYNE. 

********* 
The Nelson Lee and Bl okiwia sections cooe in e.s gues t s in 

Jo.ck Murtngh' s happy account of his vis it s t o member s of the 
Br ot herhood • dorm undo r' . 

BILLY BUHrER FLIES THE TASMAN 

Dy J. R. l..<URrAGH1 New Zealand , 

Billy Bunter has been in some st r ange plac es and right at 
t hi s moment he ' s bore wi th me in sp i rit i f not in reality as I 
write this at an a l titude of 17000 foo t half way across t he Tasman 
oea between Australia and New Zeal and, t he total distance is 
approrimo.toly 1300 miles betwee n t he two countries . Here ' s how it 
all comes abo ut . 

I am just r eturning from a six ,veek visit to Australia, main l y 
Sydney, and feel somewhat like I know our friend Herb must feel 
on his i.ay home f r om hie annual visi t t o London . The hoe pi tali ty 
and kindness shmm to me during my vis i t by Aus t r alia,-i collocto r s 
bas been ter ri fic . Syd Smyth and his charoin g wife just about 
adopted me while I was in Sydney and t heir home in tho shadow of 
the mi ght y Sydnoy Harbour Bridge was a home away froc borne to mo 
and many a pl eas ant hour I spent there , brow sing through Syd • s . 
very fino collection of Magnets, Gems and other papers con t aining 
Hamilton Stories snd many a spread r,o en j oyod togeth e r tha t wou ld 
have c,o.de Billy Bunter• s oycs spaii<lo wi th gloe . Syd bas a very 
love l y and unders t anding wif o who put up m tb a ll our ontbusiashc 
ch at t er about ol d boys books acilingly and always kept mo 1?011 
supp lied mtb cups of tea whon I collod having discovered that tees 
was a wonkncss of mino. 

One Sunday aft e rnoon Syd drove me ove r to Ernio Cart or • s pl ace 
a nice homo in th o subur bs whore Ernio lives with his sister . 11bat 
a wonderful collection he bas of lle l son 1008 , Serton Bl ake• , 
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Unio n Jacks , L!agnets, Goos etc. Ernie has a bound vo lume of the 
first 25 Magnets in absolute mint condition and lacks only 70 Nelson 
Lees for a compl ete collection. The hours slip ped by like minutes 
while 1'1e talked and br owsed over Ernie • s collection - I was on ly 
so r ry I did not get &.'!other opportunity to visit him while in Sydn ey . 

Befo re I left I al so visited Eric Copeman lllld once agai n 
r eceive d a real Australian welcome even thou gh , unlike the oth e r s, 
I had never met or even corre sponded w1 th Eric , I found hie wife 
was a New Zeallllldor so we wer e pcl e ri ght awey and an invitation 
was made on th e spot to stay for lunch . Eric has a very fine 
collection of S. Blak es , Uni on Jacks, Nel so n Lees , Magnets and Gcws, 
mostly nicely bound and in spo tl es s condi tion . He has told hie 
wif e Roseciary that if eve r the house gets on fire t o sa vo hi s books 
lllld never mind about the furniture , ref rig e rat or , carpets etc . , -
any of tho shops i n th e city stock all th ose things but where would 
one find a shop to rep l ace all hie t r eas ur ed books. Eric has l ots 
of other books including t he Tom Merr y Books, Bunter Books and 
books by Berlcloy Gr ay and Vi ctor Gunn, being our fri end E. S. B. of 
cou r se . I t ook Syd Smyth along to Eric • s pl ace the fo ll owing night 
and wo had a most enjoyab le evening browsing lllld talking Qbout the 
merits and ot he rwi se of tho v:,rious A.P. papers lllld charac t er s Md 
schoo ls therein , to f ini sh up w1 th a most en j oyab l e supper pro 
duced by Mrs. Copeman, who by t ho way i s a s . Bl ako fan , 

Last but by no melllls l east Vic Colb y, I had neve r previously 
met him or written t o him but I phoned him and those magic words 
"Old Boye Papers " did t he trick and I was at once invited out to 
his very nice home i n a suburb of Sydney . I spent a whol e day th s r o 
as Vic was on hi s ho lid ays. Vic i s a r eal Sexton Bl ake fan and has 
one of the finest co llections of Sexton Blake s and Union J acks that 
I haw ever seen - eve n some of the ear l y t<I Unio n Jacks. I \vent 
through t h91:l a ll ono by one and what memorie s t bey brought baclc of 
by-gone days and how we talked of ol d fa vourit es . W. wero re l uctant 
to broak off to ha ve the sp lendid meal that Vic • s very pleaellllt 
wifG prepared for us; like the other co ll ect or s• wives she soo n 
discovered my weakne ss for t ea and kept me l>'ell sup plied . 

Vic told me of his f i rst intro ductio n to t he Nels on Loe (he 
has a few Md if I • d tslked to him much more abo ut th em I feel h e 
would have real l y developed int o a keen Nel son Lee colle cto r). 
Anyway it seems that when he ·,,as just a schoo l boy ho vis it ed the 
homo of a pal of his and foun d his pa l had dozens and dozens of 
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!lclson Leos poggod out on bis mothe r • s lino to dry : seems ho had 
found th em in a pool of wator at tho ond of e noighbo ur' a backynrd 
whcr o tboy bod boon t hrown out , All tho chaps bod sod stories to 
toll of boVt in misguided moments in their youth they had taken 
heaps of Magnets , Nelso n Leos, Gems, Union .Jacks, otc. , along to 
the local socond - liand bookshop and disposed of them for a ¥ and 
n ld each , but we he.vo a ll dona t hat havon •t wo, I myself sol d a 
lcrgo suitcase full of 3 or 400 Sorlon Bl akos, old so ri es , for a 
penny each cany yea rs ago nnd piles and pilos of Magnets , Gems, 
Boys Magazines and Dot ecti vo Wooklies f or ¥ each. 1.'hank goodness 
I wouldn't part with my Nel son Loos and Uni on Jacks . 

As I sit on th e pl ane writing this, as I am homeward bound , I 
am happy in the th ought that I •ve made some vary nice ne,v friends 
i n Australia this t rip (I ' ve had 7 pr evious trips) and renewed my 
friendship with other friends, and I ' m going home wit h many pl eas 
ant memories, an amf ul of Uagnets, Populars and Union Jacks, 
three moro of my wanted Nel son Lees, some vory early Boys Friend 
Libraries such as "Nel son Loo ' s Pupi l ", "l'ho Silver D.varf11 etc. 

Before I loft I askod Syd if he remembered a ll agne t which 
contained a story in whic h Bi ll y Bunter savod a little girl from 
the path of on oncoming train and suro eno ugh he prod uced it, 
Magnet 1016 "Br avo Bunte r" c.nd ho l ent it to mo to r ood on tho 
plane on condit i on I gua:rdod it .rl th my lifo, whi ch of course I am 
doin g . I've just finished readin g i t before starting to write 
this and that ' s bow Bi ll y Bunter comes to bo flyin g the 1.'asman with 
me. A fine story it is too, Bunter saves a little gipsy gir l from 
the front of the goods train while he • s on a wild goose chase look 
ing f or a picnic iTh.a.rton & Co. are having. Bo,1 he c!llile t o do it 
nobody knows, not eve n Bunter, '!>ut to quote from t ho story "Bunter 
pet rif ied wi th horror was motionless, but somewhere buried deep 
under Bunter's l ayers of fat was a spa rk of gen uin e Bri t ish pluck 
for a ll of a sudden Bill y Buntor as if moved by a bidden spring 
ove r '1hich h·• bad no control bounded out upon the r ai l wey line -
he snntchcd up tile chi l d and stagge r ed foNa:rd etc . etc. " 

Hobody be lieved Bunter's sto ry of course , espocial ly as it 
chv.ngod from a goods train to a pass enger train, with pnssengo r s 
l oaning out the windom, cheering wild l y as ho repeated the sto ry . 
Howev er, tho truth came out in tho end and tho Remove shouted 
Bunter n feed and all was woll. It's nonrly 30 years since I 
fir~t read this st ory , littlo dronming at th e time that tho norl 



~~~~~~~~~~~--t251}-~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

timo I r ead 1 t 1 t would be at the height of 17000 f ee t above tho 
Tasman sea , travsllin,; at over 300 c il es an hour, f or '1hsn t ha t 
stor7 was published on Aug. 6th, 1927, the Flisht of the Tasman had 
not boon ma.do b7 man, it was t o coco the f oll omn,; year on t h e l oth 
of Soptomber

1 
1928, rrbon Kin gsford Smith and C.P . \Tlm flow t ho 

Tasman in 14' hours . Today pas aeng er planes tl7 it in 5 boura . I 
wonde r if Billy l!unt or has ever flown the Tasman before . 

I feel t l:a t Nel son Leo fans will think I ' ve des erted th<1n fo r 
Bunt er & Co. , but it is not oo, St . Frank ' s is still and a l ways 
will be my first l ove and I lll!liled to myself when I r oad r ecent l y 
that Frank Richard.a has wri tt en a book called "Sch oolbo ys In Spac e" . 
\l'hat do you hav e to s ay now, you Hamilton fans who ran E. S. Broo ks 
doom because of hi s so- call od fantastic th eces . E. S. B. beat Frank 
Ric ha rds by about 30 years w1 th a story of Schoolb oys in Sp:,ce 
whi ch r an in Tho Boys Ua.gazine about 1927. Than undor ths pon 
nsco Reginald Browne he wroto t he Sl>an book 'Th e School i n Space" 
publi she d in 1947, so t ha t• s ono up f or us E. S.B . fans . 

Don' t t oles it to hoe.rt an7body, it is I hopo, and a l vtays will 
bo , good natured riv al ry and I f or ono look f orward to r eading 
Fr onk Richard s ' n0"1 book . I' vo j ust startod coll ectin g l.!ognots 
sg<.in so if MY of 7ou chops hevo an7 in good ordo r and not t oo 
doer , no C!lttor bow co...,on , dr op co II li ne . I man1'gCd to finish 
up '7itb a f r oo Bdvort but I think you 'll agr eo Horb I'vo oornod it . 
Hopo to pr oduco o f or1 l\rticl os on St. Frank ' o 11nd tho Nolson Loo 
Lib. i n th e noar fUt ur e - it's cainly a quos ti on of tico . 

RES\Tlll' OF POI NrERS NO. 3 

Tho bos t possibl o sco re was DllEAil!OUGHI! (38); IW!VEL (18)1 
FOIISOIIBY (26) 1 J.:OR!IINCll'Oll (34) . Total 116 points • 

.l. postal or der fo r 5/- has bean sent t o 17. 0.G . Lof t s for his 
entry in this contest1 f i rst r eceived . 

*'****f*"** 
PCll'TED PERSONALITIES, 3rd Ssri es 1 No. 1 . By ERIC FAYNE 

BA.GOY T Rll!BLE 
ijy own visw has always be en t hat the intr oduc ti on of Trimble 

i nto tbs St. Jim ' s St ory was not a particu l arl .r happy movs. The r o 
can bs no doubt that Tricb l o wns t ho di r ect r esu lt of the sve :r
growin,; popul arity ot Bil l y Bunter , and t he Fl so twa;y Houso thought 



to caah in on the d8111and for th o inimitnbl o old fat """' of Groy
fri a rs. 

But tho~h Buntor•a fatness, f atuouanoaa, and foibloa oould bo 
bestowed upon Trimble, thero is a magical charm about Bunter which, 
like tho return halvoa of railway ticltets, is not tranaferablo, 
Bunter was and is unique. Efforts to copy him are doomed from th o 
start. Buntor• s unprodictablo charm was never seen in Trimble, 'Olho 
wns nover nnything but ropuloi vo. 

Trimbl e was as unnecessary as he was unpleasant. The dramntic 
pers onae of St, Ji m• e was amply strong enough w1 thout the introduc
tion of a fac s imile of a chnrc.ct or from nnother sch ool , I think 
that th e Gem gained lees than nothing in Baggy Trimble . 

But ... . crodit where credit is due . Oddly en o~h, Trimble 
appeared in t vro Goos beyond price - a couple of brilliant stories 
which appeared in t he middle Twenti e s, when he became 'TOO GOOD FOR 
SI' . J I!.!' S" , Trilobl e , - smug, sanctimonious, and mischiaf-naldng, -
was an adul t erated joy. How strange is life ! Baggy '7 88 -.,orth ., hile 
in th o Gae Story for those two yarn s nlono • 

..... **** 

And nou t or a change wo' 11 hnva n.nothor cross word. 
"COLLEaI'OR' S DIOJ!Sl"' PRIZE CROSS:/ORD1 lfo . 

' 5 ~ ~ 'f 
;,o hope that solving this ,. 3 + puzzlo mny pro vid o you '11th 

~ ~ ~ ~ 1 ~ five minutes' amusement. 

·~ ~ 
Just to add to the interest 

IO II ,,. I,!- a postal order for 5/- will ·~ ~ ~ ~ ·~ be posted t o the aerxler of 
,., ,g tq ~ )c, 

the first correct solution 
ope ned by the Edi tor, ,., ~ ,2 ~ ~ If you do not rlah t o cut 

~ .lJ % ~ '-t lS .,~ your C, D,, make a careful 

~ ·~ copy of the square . 

~ ,..., :>9 ,., ------
~ ~ ~ ~ 

A.CROSS, l. In tho old pape 
3o 

---
~, 

hlechristian namo wasn't ·-- --
:u ~ 34 3-t- Todd¥, (2 words, 6, 3) 

3S ~ ~r-0 -~ M, ~ ~ 
6, Half of that . 8, I t look 
ns though llarjorio Hazoldono 

r , 

37 % ~· could mako horself cheap. 
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10. Bulkeley might becoco a doalor . 14. Cooo in I 15. Curly kalo in 
th o grour.ds cf Eeatwood Bouse . 16. Tom Merry's is red and whi t c . 
17. \!ould Harry 17bart on &: Co. , 11car thos e if they wont to tho Frozen 
Nort h? 20 . According to Lowthe r, Gussy hns ono in his oyo. 21. A 
bit of shush , ploaso . 22. Carno is pois onous. 23. lluch about 
nothill8? 24. "2'. Hamilton, in short , 27. rlon •t Dame J.limble even 
givo it where it is due? 29. \!bore Bob Charry is, in tom - time . 
30. Seo 5. 31. Thanks, briefly. 32. \Vhat bad, bold Bunter did in 
th e bor.- room (2 words, 3, 4.) 33, An ass ociato of Tom Brown. 
35. Seo 18. 37. Trace around before the box for tho Bighcliffo 
cro opc r. Pr ovi des food for th ought, at any r ate. 38. Soc 6 doffll. 

DOW!/: 1. This fourth - fomer is in t ho Sholl, I' m sure! 2. Another 
oftb ose assistants . 3. If the fifth-form er lost his bead, ho 
might go through it . 4. Lik e your copy of the c. D. , at this moment. 
5. (with 30 across) A Chinese boy assoc i ato d with Frank Ric hn rd s 
(2 words; 3, 4.) 6. (with 38) Is this how tho Bounder wins at 
cards, at tho Cross Keys? (3 words; 3, 2, 6) . 7. Fishy in tho 
l!agnet, and terrib l e in the Goo. 9. In this ca s o, Mr. ~olch 
eight take his History of Greyfriars with him . 11, All frol!\ n pl ea 
Charry makes . 12. Ooi ng rotten, am no wonder, with Cardow in it . 
13. How Goslill8 regards tho cream of youth. 18. ( with 35 &: 20 
down) Does l!r , ~e l ch keep this in his desk? (4 words, 1, 3, 2, 6) 
19. Is a caned one uncol!lfortable? 20. Sao 18. 23, It's pa.rt of a 
riddle; so dry, of course . 25, Itchy in pants. 26. This image 
cou l d be astute , 27, rlhere Harry Wharton met V.r. 0, 28. I can 
r eform in South America. YJ, Doscribos O.,ssy fan cy waistcoat. 
34, Did t ho golden one of the Geo have blue covers? 36, Pre ceded 
by 31, it could make the end of Kangaroo. 

********* 
MAGNlil' TITLES {cont 'd) 
1570, Bunter Gets tho Boot; 1571, Billy Bunter • s Twin ; 1572. Good
Bye Groyfriars1 157 3 . Bound for the Wild \7ost; 157 4o On the Texas 
Trail1 1575. Harry rlharton & Co, i n Texas ; 1576, Tho Schoolboy 
lle.ng<>-Ridors; 1577, Buctions on tho Ranch; 1578. A Pris one r in 
tho Desert; 1579, Tho Raid on Kickill8 Cayuse Ranch; 1580, The !,Ian 
with tho Hidden Face; 1581. Tho Trail Thief's Soc rot1 1582. The 
Trail Thief ' s Last Rido; 1583, Bunter the Hypnotis t; 1584. Welk or 
on th o ilarpath ; 1585, Fivo in o Fix; 1586. Up for the Sacki 
1587. Punishing Ponsonby ; 1588. Loder •s Unlucky Da,y. 
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by JACK WOOD 
NOffi' .\, ! , 328 Stockton Lane, 

YORK. 

COLUMN 

Having returned from Mordania, we are at hor.ie and a.broad 
again this month with enother int erest ing ::irticle f r om the pen of 
llonnnn Progne ll, who rec e.lls one of the earlier series af t er St. 
Frank ' s was burned down by Zingr av e•a nirsh i p. So, ove r to Nornmn 
and tho story of 

"DACCA" THE DEVIL DWARF 

·,/hen the Second New Serles was launched in Janua ry 1931, all 
Nel son Leo readers anticipated something great in the way of ne,; 
stories. The opening three i ssues were aomothing of an anti 
climax after a ll the boosting thot th e Edit or had given to the 
wonderf ul chan ges that wer e a ll eged to bo happening t o our Pape r , 
Tbo much heralded Cyrus Zingro.ve se r ies turned out to bo r atho r a. 
dnmp squib . Three single s tori es onl y, canpleto in th omsol vos , 
and f ar removed from th o tr aditi ona l series, nhich usual l y con
si s t ed of oigb t numbers. Howcvor, when th ese throo stories \o7ero 
brush es o.way and forgott en, thoro apponrod one of tho fo r, r oally 
fine se ri es th a t wo ,1·oro t o ro:id bot \7oen 1931-1933, This dealt 
with Nel son Lee ' s fight against Dacca - the Devil l).varf. ,/hat a 
remarkable per sona li ty bo was - tho cultured l eader of tho Bul 
ghanistan peoplo i n one foro, and a villainous hunch -b ackod dwarf 
in the oth e r, probably the t oughest adversary t hat Nelson Loo OTer 
had t o faco. Let us ro ad agai n how Edwy Searlos Brooks compar ed 
hie with Zingrave . 

"l'hot vil o thing possesses tho strength of a dozon men, I 
have never known anything like it . l!ake no mistake, boys, Vie are 
up against a deadly enemy this timo - fa r moro dead l y than Profoeaor 



Zingrave and all his mynnidons of the Green Triangle ! " 
In this sories which ran to five numbers, most of the regular 

st. Frank ' s characters appeared, although in somewhat different 
guises. Nelson Leo was given the main role, and this was certainly 
a change for the better. For far too long !ielson Lee had taken a 
back seat while other less gifted chnrnctors than he, had hogged 
the limelight . Any reader, being introd uced to the Nelson Lee 
Library for the first time between 1926- 19 30 might have wondered 
why the book was so called. It is surprising that the Edi tor did 
not adopt the style that t1as to appear in the "J.!agnet" and put 
"Bandf ort h 1 s Heokly" under the title "Nelson Lee Libr a ry" . The 
story opens with the problem that confronted tho :Briti sh Government 
concerning the disappearance of aircraft whilst crossing over th e 
frontier of llulgbanistan, one of th e many states in India . No re
ports had been rec eived of any of the aircraft crashing and it 
almost seems as if th ey were literally spirited awey, The :SUlghani
stan ambassador was unab l e to help in any WSJ' at all , and stated 
quite emphatically that his country knew nothing about the matter 
at all, 

Nel son Lee and the st . Frank ' s juniors enter the story by n 
chance s.o. s. coming through Browne• s short wave radio , Amongst a 
jumble of signals and words canes an address of a lane in Romford, 
and it is to there that tho juniors rush post - haste in llro,mo•s and 
Bandforth ' s cars , At an old house thoy discover imprisoned a femous 
ai rcraft designer who has been missing for some weeks , Be is found 
i n a very bad WSJ', but before his death, he warns the boys of a 
horribl e dwarf possessing tho s tr ength of msny men. Tho juniors 
moko their escape back to Gr ays Inn Road, and t ho ro Nelson Loe 
l earns tho full story . Feeling that there is a tie-up between 
Dacca - the Devi l D,varf and Sir Akbar , the llulghanistan ambassador, 
llelson Lee decides to brealc into the ambassador's house that very 
night. Disgui sed as a tramp ho does so and malces the di sc ov ory 
that Sir Akbar and Dacca aro one and tho snme porson - a modern 
Jekyll and Hyde. To prove this to the outside world is not so easy 
and so Loe seeks an int erview with the Air l!i nister, who refuses to 
credit Lee's story, ~'hile the interview is talcing place at the Air 
l!inistry , Sir Akbar is announced, but Lee, furioua that his story 
is not talcen seriously, goes to Scotland Yard to give thlln the tacts, 
as he knows th em, L!eanwhile Sir Akbar fakes a s truggle behind the 
Air llinistor •s study, and return s as Dacca, - kills the Air Minister, 
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and steals the se c r et pl an of a now airc r81't. Scotland Yard mean
while takes Nel son Lee• s story more seriously and r aid Sir Akbar • s 
house, bu t unfortunately finds no evidence whatsoeve r that th e Bul 
ghan i stan governm ent is concerned with th o cissing aircraft . This 
leads to a pe r son al dressing-down for Lee, by the Prime Ministe r 
hi mself - certain l y a new expe ri ence for Lee . Let us read a few 
li nes of t hi s dr ess i ng- down as llrooks wro t e it . 

"Bungled" s aid the Price !.!ini ste r angrily. ''rhat • s the word I 
said , llr . Lee, and that • s th e word I meant. You have bun gl ed 
atrocio us ly. This is no occas i on f or pol iteness. 11 

11so i t appon.rs 11 said Nel so n Loe compress i ng his lips. 
"Fro m first to last you hav e mis l ed the Home Secretary and my

self . 'what is worse, you have ca.used us to blunde r too . I must 
insist Mr . Lee, that you wi thdrav, f rom this case at once . 11 

Lee I a actions are vindica t ed howeve r for at t he end of the 
i nt erview Si r Akbar is ann ounced . Lee makee his final bid to prove 
his story. He te ll s Sir Akbar that unless he changes i nto his 
other self - a dwarf - in f r ont of the Prime J.lini ster , The Home 
Secretary and himse lf, he will shoot him dead . 

Bore is how Brooks \vrote i t . 
"Lee stood t he r e , a relent l ess figur e . He took no notice of 

Sir Akbar • s bluff . He bad see n the glint i n the other man's eyes, 
and be was more than eve r certain that his th eo ry was correct. 

"I am not msd, Mr . Mortime r" he said quietly . ":But I am old 
f as bi oned enough to have a love f or my country . Eit her Si r Akbar 
obeys my orde r s and changes himself i nto Dacca the dwarf or I wi ll 
ehoot him as he stands. One or the ot he r . In either case England 
will be rid of her worst enemy. 11 

" You sh:ill suffer dearly for this, Lee! " said th o Premi er 
harsh l y, 

"If I am compelled to ki ll this man I havo no doubt that I 
s hall be banged" repliod Loo. "17e ll I am propar od for that . For 
th o good of my country I will cheerfully go to the ga ll ows. Eit her 
th i s man dies by my hand, or ho transf orms hi mse lf i nto Dacca the 
l);.,arf . Never bofore in my lif o have I bean so determined. 11 

Loe • s gamblo comes off and th e Pric o Mini ster and t ho \7bol o 
country soon lo ams the true story . Loe is not quick enough to 
captur e Si r Akbar, al i as "De.cca" who makes off to his London aero
dr ome, and despite t he effort s of pol i ce and officials makes off 
into t he bl ue . 
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Nel son Lee, acting upon the instructions of the Prime W.nieter 
takes off with Lord Dorrlcore and a small part7 of juniors in an 
att<Dpt to reach llulghaniotan in advance of Sir Akbar . But disaster 
falls upon the P"rt:Y and the;y are brousht down b;y an enemy plane 
right in the heart of llulghanistan. J. crash landing ie made , and &a 
a result, the;y find th ... aelves with no maane of communicating with 
the outer world . Bventuall;y they are captu r ed and t aken to t he capital where they meet the eupreoe ruler , The Ameer of llulgbanietan, 
alias Sir Akbar, alias Dacca the Devil Dwarf . After a series of 
thrilling esoapados, including being lowe r ed in a cage down into a 
pit of ro.te, Nel son Lee ' s party eventually escape and release many 
of tho captured British airmen, with their planes. Those th"t are 
abl o, take to tho air and bomb th o mil i tar;y objecti voe in the ci t;y . 
Panic follows, and ae a re su lt Lee captures the Ameer, and forces 
him to board Dorr imore• s plane. The Ame er cakes hie lllBt ph;ysical 
change to Dacca, and in n ahrisk tells Lee that he will never tsko 
him alive. Be oarrioa out hie threat and throws himself out of one of the plano • s windows . Tho stor;y ends with a largo formation of 
tho Ro1al Air Forco, flying over tho capital, acting upon the 
ins t ructions of tho now Air Minister in London, Complete p!Ulic 
reigns in the capital and as a rcault, the town surr enders to tho 
British and Loo and hie party roturn to Engl and, thoir job boing well dono . 

Reflecting on this series one can aeo that here was a milestono 
in the writing career of Bdw:, Searles Brooks . Gono wore somo of 
the orudi ties of his earlio r atylo , Bore su r ely was tho first of 
hie etorios in tho Nel son Lee Library that '11BB to load him to be 
come '11orl d famous as a \7ri te r of dotocti ve thrillers . This particular 
stor;y was ro-writton in 1945 as a ccmplote and ouccossful novel . 
(Victor Gunn' • Dead llan ' s Warning - J,W,) It ma,y be true that 
Brooks realised thie and failed to write any further great St . 
Frank's story during tho last two ;years in the life of the Nol eon 
Lee Li brar;y. 

This ia the wr1 tor' a own view end is somewhat ccntradioted b;y 
Brooks in a letter a year ago . He e~s in answe r to a question 

"Was I fed up with St, Frank ' s in 1932 - 1933? Definite l y not . Tho deterioration in the stories was due to Editorial "help" . _ The;y 
thought t hey knew how to ..rt te school stories better than I , and 
told me ilhat to do . So, in that sense I ~ fed up 1 but I Wll8 fighting a l osing battle . " 
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It was a pity t hat " Dacca " the 1)17arf was disposed of. He waa 
_ apart from Zingrave - the best adversary that Lee bad to fight 
against, and further fine stories could have been recorded dealing 
with Lee 1 s stnigglo l7ith "Dacca 11

• All the more so, since Zinera.ve 
was playod out, being a mere shadow of hie fomor self. Better 
had Zingrave been destroyed and Dacca kept alive. 

Now, let us try and sum up the reasons which made the "Dacca" 
series such a fine one. 

First, it waa technically the bes t written st ory t hat had 
appea red for some time. 

Secondly, it gave th e feature roles to lle l son Leo and Nipper, 
this boing something that was only a cemory to many of us. 

Thirdly, the story introduced a new snd skilful adversary for 
Leo. 

Finally, because the series was written wit h t he same int er est 
and ontbusiasl!I that marked many of the seri os of earlie r years. 

The writer of this articlo realises that there will bo quite 
a few Nelson Lee read.era who do not agree with sane of the senti
ments we have expressed, particularly where Edward Oswald Hand1'ortb 
is concerned . Those vim'ls have only boon givon aftor carofu l 
considoration, for th o writor be lieves them to be truo, 

In our next article in the series ''rhos o Unpopular Throe 
Years" wo shal l discuss tho story i n which Nelson Loo and somo of 
th o juni or s wore marooned in tho Sargasso Sea . 

****************************************************************** 

OLD BOYS BOOK CLUB 
llote: Orling to tho holidays there ore no reports from London 

and W.dland this month. 

NOR!'HERN SECTION l.iEEl'ING1 August lltb 1 1956. 
Pouring rain in the morning did not pr event an excellent 

attendance . It included Tom Porter and W.ss Beryl Russell of the 
!Jidland Cl ub . Tom, of course, also being a member of Northern . 
They r eceived a cordial welcome from cbai man J. Breeze Bontloy . 
Unfort unately they bad to loav o befor e the end of the meeting . 

Jack Wood instead of winning tho quizes gave us a very enter
t ai ning talk on ''r brougb th e Highways and Byways of Hamiltoniania". 



It dealt \'fl.th the Hamilt on schools othe r t han those r.e usually 
tclk abou t. Jack , in hio usual thorough way had dug out quit o a 
lengthy list which took him un t il <U'tcr th e break for r efr cehmonts . 
It included one about \.'h1Ch a story appeared in "1iorld ' s Comic 11 

round about 1900. I t \fas interesting to note how nemes ma.do 
faoilia r by the 'big thr ee • ke'l)t crop 'l)ing up at th e loose r knom, 
schools sanetimes in differe nt rolos . 

llext r.ccting Soptecber 8th uhcn GerrJ Allison is tak ing for 
his subject - Cousi n Ethel . H. LECKE!:BY. 

Northern Section Corrospondont. 

!.'.ERSEYSIDE SECl'IO?I - SUnday1 Augu st , 12th 

Aft er t he good attendance for the previ ous month ' s ceetini; 
it was too much to hopo for a repetition, and with holidays 
claiming at least six of our 1rcgulnrs 1 it r1as quite a small 
gathering at [lat orloo House . A pleasing foatu ro, h0\7evcr , was tho 
surpri se visit of Jack 11ood fran York, who soo n made himself at 
home and he proved a most entertaining and amiable co:npanion . 
(come again soon, Jack, you 're most welcome .) After the usual 
formalities had boon dispeneed with , Don sot the membsrs proson t 
3 'Pointors ' Qu:iz, which John Burke had solved in noxt to no time, 
with Norman Praano ll a good second . Following th e int erv a l f or 
refr esh.cents , two sides were chosen for a teSD game, and bor1 one 
member es caped a 'pr efects beating 1 for nearly givi ng tho ga:no 
o.way remains a oys t ery. Nerl mooting - SUnday, Septccbo r 9tb , 
7 p , c . prompt . 

D, E. \I . 

SP;);!AL NClrlCE: Will all readers please note that an article on 
Chllrles Hlllllil t on p.lblished by Mi.kc Moorcock in his Book Collector ' s 
Nc·.s f or Scptecbcr 1956 i s without the knowledge of t he (London) Old 
Boys ' Book Club , It shoul d also be noted that Mike Moorcock's r es ig 
nat i on fr<D th o Club will bo request ed at tho next meeting . 

LIDNARD PACRIIAN, 
( Co-Founder of the Old Boys' Book Cl ub) 



LOYAlil'IES 

Breathed t here the boy with soul so dead 
~·Ibo never to himself had said: 
''Thi s is my choicer the mag. I' 11 read 
'd ith otorioe of a heroic broad . 11 

Who, o.s a mo.n, bas ncJVer y oarnodi 
Nor eve r from a bookstall t u mod 
With ou t tho hopo that , somowhoro by 
A hoard of Gems or Magnets l i e ? 

\'/ho ne v er knows nostalgia I s pull 
Nor memori es of a youth mor o full, 
i.rorc vit a l wit h oacb happy hour 
Of F. R's genius in full flowor? 

And ot her giants wbc, by th ei r pens 
Made countl e ss boots of now, staunch friends? 

NRy! toll mo not . I t ' s past boliof 
Tho.t in thos e days but fow sook r elief 
Froc tho puorilo " st rips" tha t "grace " tho s talls 
And o. nnrrow screen within four \.-7o.lls I 

I say, thank heavens the l oved .Immorta l s 
Find a welc ome sti ll within our portale: 
\~ore er s tw hile standards high and proud 
Proclaim our joys and loyalties aloud. 
i\'here Xmas still wit h the seaeon•e thrill 
Has a ll the trimmings plus the o ld Brook ' s ch ill. 
Oh, be that has never known such joy s 
Can never aay truly "Boye wil l be boys 111 

... - ......... ···--··-···-·····- ··- ···--···-·· ···- ·· ---·--··-·· ····- .. •·•·· ·••• L. R. _ ASHLEY. -· ·--· · -···· 
LAST- MINUTE FLASH 

Geo ff Hocklcy 's article just arrived - a smasher ! 
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